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Unforgettable Karma
- Charlie Wolf (June 16, 1933-February 5, 2015) is a founder of IAIA and was a 
presdent of IAIA.
- His Korean connection was the Korean War and entered the USAF ROTC in 
1951 and military obligation continued until 1968.
- He drafted a text of <Combating Poverty: The Korean Experience> in 1996.
- He presented relations with Korean regional policies of several projects.
- He pointed out to take subjective attitude as a researcher that “Ask not the barber 
when you need your haircut.”
- He deeply believed in karma and the small seeds of love he has sown on his way 
to the society. 
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Impact Assessment Is the Answer 
(But What Is the Question?)
Lessons for Korean Development:
   What Kind of Society (and Economy and Polity) Do You Want?

Alternative Futures: Macroalternatives
   “Superindustrial” (Kahn) vs. “Sustainable Korea” (Toffler)

Sustainability Assessment

Anticipatory Democracy (Toffler, again)
   Impact Assessment as “Anticipatory Research”
   The Knowledge of Consequences and an Ethic of Consequences
   Participatory Assessment

Normative Forecasting/Planning
   The California Tomorrow Plan

Impact Assessment and Korean Development:

Lessons Learned from
the Pan-Korea Grand Waterway

C. P. Wolf  SNU, April 18,2008
Social Impact Assessment Center
New York, NY



Tiering Related Acts
Cases Reviewed by 

Ministry of EnvironmentReview Agency

POLICY National Land Use
Management Act, etc.

Ministry of 
Environment

-1989: UNKNOWN
1990-1993: 1,701
1994-2000: 3,475

PLAN

PROGRAM

PROJECT

Ministry of
Environment

1993-2000: 1,251
  2000-2022: 88,702
2023: 2844 (2,757)

Strategic EA (PERS in EP Act: 
Strategic EIA 2006) into

EIA Act: Small-scale EIA & 
Strategic EIA on July 22, 2012

1982-2022: 6,627
2023: 156 (120)

Ministry of 
Environment

Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) ACT

Korean EIA Tiering
Broader EIA such as national program or policy with narrower statements at a later 
stage, project.
Tiering is to help the lead agency to focus on the issues which are ripe for decision.
In reality unexpected assessment in early tiering happens to project level
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  Four Problems of Risk

Mary Douglas and Aaron Wildavsky, Risk and Culture, 1983



Future IA
karma: a principle of cause and effect

samsara: cyclicity of all life, matter, and existence



KSEIA Play
IA can play in ‘sustainable future’ for securing and sustaining ‘the
future we want’ (Kim and Wolf 2014).
Challenges and threats
- War, Atomic weapons
- Virus disease
- Misunderstood Al & IA Methods
- Human rights and social equality









See you in Quebec and Matsue
IAIA26: 17-23 May
AIC2026: 23-26 October



#iaia25

Let’s continue the conversation!
Message me your questions or comments in the IAIA25 app.


